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INTRODUCTION 

George  Herbert,  during  the  first  part  of  his  life, 
was  similar  to  many  of  us;  unable  to  understand  how  God 
could  be  a  merciful  God  and  act  in  the  way  in  which  He 
does,  permitting  sorrow  of  every  kind  to  enter  the  hearts 
of  men.     There  is  an  Old  Testament  character  who  found 
himself  in  this  same  state  of  doubt;  he  is  Job.     God  took 
Job  out  into  the  world  and  showed  him  the  grandeur  of  it, 
thus  making  him  realize  that  the  world  did  not  happen  by 
accident,  but  that  it  is  the  handiwork  of  our  Father  God 
who  loved  us  so  much  that  He  gave  us  a  universe  of  which 
we  could  be  proud.     Job's  doubt  was  converted  into  a 
mighty  faith.     In  Herbert's  "Parentalia"  we  discover  his 
bitterness  toward  God  and  his  inability  to  comprehend  the 
ways  of  the  Godhead,  but  in  "The  Temple",  how  different 
his  attitude  is  as  he  urges  mankind  to  get  a  foothold  on 
the  promises  of  God  that  will  give  man  a  new  lease  on  life. 
This  transformation  in  his  life  was  due,  for  the  most  part, 
to  the  influence  of  his  mother  on  his  life.     She  was  a  sin- 
cere and  devout  Christian  who  tried  to  bring  him  to  a  closer 
relationship  with  his  Heavenly  Father.     I  will  speak  further 
of  her  influence  in  the  second  chapter  of  this  dissertation. 


My  purpose  in  writing  this  thesis  is  to  show  the 
development  of  Herbert's  theological  views  as  they  have 
been  affected  by  experiences  in  his  life  and  by  personal- 
ities with  whom  he  had  come  in  contact.     The  latter  part 
of  his  life  was  so  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  Lord,  that 
it  has  inspired  me  as  a  clergyman  to  be  more  willing  to 
sacrifice  and  even  to  suffer  that  I  may  carry  out  the  Will 
of  God  more  effectively  than  ever  before.     I  have  tried 
to  show  that  Herbert  is  consistent  in  his  thinking.  He 
is  sure  of  the  ground  upon  which  he  stands  theologically, 
but  his  certainty  of  belief  is  not  so  dogmatic  that  it 
becomes  distasteful  to  those  who  read  his  literary  works. 
He  is  sincere,  zealous  to  save  the  souls  of  men  and  women, 
desirous  of  increasing  the  membership  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  as  well  as  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Theologically, 
Herbert  believes  that  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
Kingdom  of  God  and  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.     !hen  a  man  ac- 
cepts Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  and  as  his  Savior,  and  is 
willing  to  believe  that  his  sins  are  forgiven  because  of 
the  out-pouring  of  the  blood  of  Christ  upon  the  Cross  he 
becomes  a  member  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.     This  kingdom  is 
of  the  earth.     Having  reached  this  stage  in  one's  life, 
one  is  assured  of  a  permanent  dwelling  place  with  God  af- 
ter death  in  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.     The  first  kingdom  is 
earthly,  the  second  is  heavenly.     George  Herbert  believes 
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that  membership  in  the  first  kingdom  is  a  guarantee  for 
admission  into  the  second.     These  two  kingdoms  are  b;ised 
on  a  belief  in  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  evangelical 
Christianity,  the  development  of  which  I  hope  to  make 
clear  in  my  treatment  of  the  subject.     I  have  tried  to  be 
unbiased  in  this  work,  and  trust  that  I  have  not  given  the 
impression  that  a  man  must  believe  the  way  George  Herbert 
did,  or  the  way  T  do ,   in  order  to  be  considered  a  child  of 
God.     That  is  far  from  my  intention  and  purpose.     Ho  matter 
what  our  creed  may  be,   if  we  are  sincere  and  loyal  to  that 
creed,  we  are  truly  faithful.     "As  a  man  thinketh  in  his 
heart ,  so  is  he . " 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  I  am  an  admirer 
of  George  Herbert.     He  died  at  rather  an  early  age,  but 
accomplished  much  in  his  short  span  of  life.     The  God  of 
men,  who  had  once  been  considered  by  him  to  h  ve  been 
more  or  less  a  secondary  figure  and  of  no  relative  impor- 
tance, becomes  the  nucleus  of  his  life  and  of  everything 
in  it  after  his  conversion  to  Christianity.     He  lived  for 
God;  he  lived  in  God;  he  lived  with  God;  and  spent  most  of 
his  time  in  the  House  of  God. 


CHAPTER  I 

THE  CHARACTERISTICS  0?  TK3  SEVENTEENTH  CEIT^TP.Y 
Political 

The  seventeenth  century  was  an  eventful  period 
indeed.     First  of  all,  there  were  two  Stuart  kings  who 
spent  all  their  reigns  struggling  with  Parliament  for 
power;   then  came  Charles  I's  execution  in  1649  and  the 
rule  of  Cromwell  till  1660,  when  "bells  rang  joyfully 
and  "the  world  of  England  was  perfectly  mad"  at  the  ac- 
cession of  Charles  II;  and  finally  the  revolution  of 
1688,  which  ended  Stuart  rule  in  England.     There  were 
the  dark  days  of  the  Great  Plague,  and  the  Great  Fire 
of  London,  which  so  much  impressed  Samuel  Pepys  that 
after  the  fire  he  was  often  terrified  in  the  night 
"with  dreams  of  fire  and  falling  down  of  houses";1  the 
incessant  fighting  with  the  Dutch,  and  the  establishing 
of  English  settlements  in  North  America  and  the  West  In 
dies,     "e  get  a  good  idea  of  the  home  lives  of  people 
and  their  characters,  because  so  many  men  and  women  of 
this  century  wrote  down  their  "Memoirs."     There  was  a 
oreat  deal  of  artificiality  and  frivolity  on  the  sur- 
face,  especially  after  the  Restoration,  hut,  on  the 
whole,  these  memoirs  give  us  a  picture  of  quite  or- 

1  "The  Gossip  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth 
Centuries" /by  John  Beresford. 
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iinary  folks,  with  serious  ideas  and  ambitions  very 
like  our  own.     Many  people  were  strong  in  enduring 
great  hardships  on  account  of  their  religious  beliefs, 
'-md  in  the  time  of  civil  war  to  suffer  and  fight  loyal- 
ly for  the  side  they  thought  right.     The  "dare-devil" 
spirit  of  Tudor  explorer*  had  become  something  more 
solid  and  lasting.     The  men  who  set  sail  for  the  New 
TTorld  were  those  who  realized  that  England's  power  over- 
seas was  not  to  be  established  by  mere  fighting,  but  by 
settlement  and  the  establishment  of  trading  stations, 
and  they  risked  a  great  deal  in  order  to  accomplish  this. 

Religious 

Most  of  the  religious  and  political  trouble 
during  this  century  was  due  to  the  diversity  of  religious 
beliefs.     It  was  a  troublous  period,  and  demanded  much 
patience  from  those  whose  faith  differed  from  that  es- 
tablished by  law;  Catholics  suffered  throughout  the  en- 
tire first  part  of  the  century,  and  their  troubles  only 
diminished  under  the  rules  of  Charles  II  and  James  II. 
The  Puritans  came  over  to  this  country  on  the  "Mayflower" 
in  1620,  seeking  the  New  World,  where  they  hoped  to  prac- 
tice their  religion  in  peace.     V/hile  Cromwell  ruled,  the 
Puritans  had  their  way;   the  Church  of  England  as  estab- 
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lished  by  Elizabeth  was  inseparable  from  the  Royal 
Authority,  so  the  Prayer  Book  was,  of  course,  abol- 
ished during  this  period.     But  Puritan  power  was  of 
short  duration;   in  1660,   the  Church  of  England  was 
again  restored.     Toward  the  end  of  the  century  we  find 
the  English  people  associating  any  other  religion  with 
foreign  nations,  and  refusing  to  endure  the  rule  of  a 
Catholic  king.     Religion  became  bound  up  with  politics, 
and  a  man's  religious  beliefs  often  placed  hir  as 
either  a  Whig  or  a  Tory  in  the  eyes  of  his  fellow- 
Englishmen. 

Literary  and  Art  is t  ic 

The  literature  of  this  age  was  distinguished 
by  such  names  as  those  of  Francis  Bacon,  John  Milton, 
John  Bunyan,  John  Dryden  and  Samuel  Butler.     Two  of 
these,  Milton  and  Bunyan,  were  prominent  Puritans,  and 
Milton,  besides  his  famous  poems,  wrote  political  prose. 
It  was  a  great  period  for  Flemish  and  Dutch  painters 
(Rubens,  for  example,  and  Van  Dyck,  who  settled  in  Lon- 
don and  became  pain cer- in-ordinary  to  Charles  II),  and 
their  works  were  much  valued  in  England.     Sir  Peter 
Lely  was  a  famous  English  painter  in  the  style  of  Van 
Dyck.     These  two  and  many  others  have  left  us  portraits 


of  the  greatest  people  of  the  time.     The  Elizabethan 
love  of  madrigal  singing  gradually  gave  place  to  a 
taste  for  instrumental  music  and  musical  meetings  be- 
gan to  take  the  form  of  concerts  of  viols  rather  than 
of  voices.     Besides  organs,  flutes,  cornets,  clarions, 
bass,  tenor  and  treble  viols,  lutes,  citterns  and 
numerous  other  stringed  instruments,   there  were  the 
virginals,  clavichords,  and  the  harpsichord,  ancestor 
of  our  piano.     Violins  were  orginally  looked  upon  as 
instruments  for  common  use  among  wandering  musicians, 
but  after  the  Restoration  viols  went  out  of  fashion 
among  all  classes,  and  only  violins  were  used.     By  the 
end  of  the  century  opera  in  the  Italian  and  French 
style  had  come  to  be  the  fashion. 

Seeing  that  wit1  was  then  the  only  thing  in 
literature  which  every  man  and  woman  most  admired,  it 
is  only  logical  that  tne  literature  of  the  Restora- 
tion period  is  notable  for  little  else.     Jokes  soon 
grow  stale,  and  few  of  the  fashionable  writers  of  the 
day  have  achieved  lasting  fame.     John  Dryden  is  per- 
haps the  only  poet  of  the  witty  school  whom  men  still 
read.     His  satire,   "Absalom  and  Achitophel,"  in  which 
he  uses  the  disguise  of  a  Bible  story  to  deliver 
shrewd  thrusts  of  sarcasm  at  the  chief  politicians  of 
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the  time,  may  within  its  own  narrow  limits  be  called 
a  masterpiece.     Two  of  the  great  masterpieces  of  the 
century  were  John  Milton's  "Paradise  Lost"  and  John 
Bunyan's  "Pilgrim's  Progress." 

During  this  century,  many  writers  were  inferior 
as  far  as  the  formal  tendency  of  their  works  was  con- 
cerned, and  they  had  to  resort  to  other  means  by  which 
men  and  women  would  be  attracted  to  their  poetry. 
There  was  a  great  influence  of  the  metaphysical  con- 
ceit upon  stanza-form  which  later  led  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  poetic  lines  in  such  designs  as  crosses, 
pyramids,  altars,  and  wings  in  order  to  make  them 
appeal  to  their  readers.     This  custom  was  prevalent 
from  Donne  to  the  jjeriod  of  Restoration. 
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CHAPTER  II 


THE  LIFE  OF  GEORGE  HERBERT 

Family  Background 

The  Herbert  family  is  said  to  be  descended 
from  Charlemagne,  and  Hildegardis,  daughter  of  Chil- 
debrand.     The  family  originally  settled  in  Wales,  but 
in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries  held  estates 
in  eight  or  ten  counties  in  England  as  well  as  in  Wales. 
George  Herbert's  great  grandfather  and  grandfather  lived 
like  petty  kings  at  Montgomery  Castle;  later  they  lived 
in  a  mansion  which  they  built  at  the  foot  of  Castle  Hill, 
called  Black  Hall.     It  perished  by  fire,  and  its  site 
is  barely  remembered.     The  Herberts  had  many  servants. 
They  were  hospitable  and  often  kept  open  house  with  their 
tables  heavily  laden  with  delicious  things  to  eat.  They 
were  a  family  of  true  nobility  and  honor  who  had  accu- 
mulated vast  property  honestly.     Someone  once  said  that 
the  family  obtained  some  of  their  property  dishonestly. 
One  often  is  prone  to  gossip,  and  in  this  case  the  family 
was  greatly  perturbed  because  of  this  untrue  gossip,  and 
publicly  declared  that  if  any  one  could  prove  this  state- 
ment to  be  true,  they  would  willingly  surrender  that  pro- 
perty. 
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•    Birth  and  Parentage 

George  Herbert,  according  to  Isaak  Walton,  was 
born  at  Montgomery  Castle,  Montgomeryshire,  England, 
April  3,  1593.     He  was  the  fifth  son  of  Richard  and 
Magdalen  Herbert.     There  were  ten  children  in  his  fami- 
ly.    There  is  no  record  of  George  Herbert's  baptism 
in  the  Montgomery  Church.1 

His  father  was  a  man  of  great  courage,  of 
strong  build,  and  of  stern  nature.     He  was  known  for 
his  kindness  and  was  easily  recognized  by  his  long 
black  hair. 

Herbert's  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  ITewport,  of  Eton,  and  Margaret  his  wife. 
Through  his  mother,  he  was  allied  to  the  Talbots, 
Devereux,  Grays,  Corbets,  and  many  other  noble  Eng- 
lish families.     By  his  father  he  was  connected  with  the 
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oldest  and  noblest  families  in  'Vales. 

"Often  did  their  mother  bless  God  that  they 

were  neither  defective  in  their  shapes,  nor  in  their 

reason;  and  very  often  reproved  them  that  they  did  not 
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praise  God  for  so  great  a  blessing." 

"The  Life  of  George  Herbert"  by  Isaak  Walton 
\  Ibid. 
\  Ibid. 
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The  Influence  of  His  Mother 

Herbert's  mother,  like  many  mothers,  was  the 
inspiration  of  his  life.     She  encouraged  him  toward  a 
career  in  life  which  would  be  beneficial  for  him  and 
for  many  with  whom  he  would  come  in  contact.     She  chose 
efficient  tutors  for  her  boys.     She  was  always  a  true 
teacher,  companion.,  and  friend;  a  lady  of  honor  and  re- 
spect; gracious,  dignified,  learned,  accomplished, 
exact  in  order  and  discipline.     In  love,  she  watched 
over  her  children  and  set  a  fine  example  for  them  to 
follow.     She  was  conversant  with  the  eminent  scholars 
of  Oxford  and  they  held  her  in  great  esteem.     It  was 
her  desire  that  all  her  children  should  receive  a  sound 
education. 

But  there  is  an  education  which  books  and  schools 
cannot  give;  lessons  of  love,  piety,  prayer,  faith,  re- 
pentance, holiness  -  these  came  from  the  mother.     It  is 
of  his  mother's  spiritual  influence,  the  sanctifying 
effect  of  her  lessons  on  his  soul,  that  George  Herbert 
spoke  such  glowing  words.     No  son  has  ever  written  of  a 
mother  as  George  Herbert  wrote  of  his  mother  Magdalen 

when  he  said: 

"And  as  to  thee,  0  dearest  mother  mine, 

I  owe  all  learning,  earthly  and  divine, 

'Tis  meet  that  of  that  learning  I  should  raise 

To  thee  a  monument  of  grateful  praise." 
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;,To  thee  I  owe  my  "birth  on  earth, 
To  thee  I  owe  my  heavenly  birth, 
As  thou  didst  lead  I  followed  thee; 
Thou  wast  a  mother  twice  to  me." 

Magdalen  Kerbert  received  the  visits  of  nobil- 
ity, clerics,  scholars;   she  corresponded  with  men  of 
letters.     She  was  a  friend  to  the  poor.     When  the 
plague  invaded  Oxford  in  1603,  sne  exercised  her  Chris- 
tian charities.     Times  were  hard.     There  was  death  in 
every  street.     Colleges  and  shops  were  closed;  only  doc- 
tors, and  such  nurses  as  Magdalen  Kerbert  were  abroad; 
not  even  a  dog  or  cat  could  be  seen.     Churches  -.'ere  sel- 
dom opened,  but  her  wonderful  prayer  life  was  not  im- 
paired because  of  that. 

Sducat ion  -xnd  Assoc iat ions 

About  1604,   the  Kerbert  family  rn..<ved  to  London. 
George  was  sent  to   the  Westminster  School.  .jaeen 
Elizabeth  in  1561  reorganized  the  school  and  established 
endowments.     The  Scriptures  were  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  boys  from  the  day  they  entered  the  school  till  they 
left.     They  read  and  translated  the  Gospels  in  Latin  and 
Greek,  and  the  Psalms  in  Hebrew.     All  the  Historical 
Books,  and  most  of  the  prophets  passed  under  review  every 
year.     Westminster  boys  were  famous  for  their  daring 


and  skill  in  swimming,  boating,  and  sailing  up  and 
down  the  Thames.     At  this  time,  Herbert's  conscience 
was  under  a  deep  sense  of  sinfulness.     He  was  chair- 
man of  the  Westminster  Translators  of  the  Bible. 

From  Lancelot  Andrewes >  Dean  of  Westminster, 
he  learned  the  duty,   the  manner,  and  the  power  of 
prayer.     He  endeavored  to  follow  the  saintly  steps  of 
Andrewes  and  strove  to  be  like  him.     He  was  touched  by 
the  Derm's  prayers  for  the  boys  which  moulded  his 
character . 

In  1609,  Herbert  entered  Cambridge  University. 
His  mother  remarried  this  same  year  to  Sir  John  Dan- 
vers.     He  received  his  E.A.  degree  in  1613,  and  his 
K.A.   in  1616.     In  1619,  he  was  appointed  to  the  finest 
place  in  the  university,  that  of  public  orator.  He 
held  this  position  until  1627.     As  representative  of 
the  university,  he  met  King  and  Court  frequently  and 
looked  forward  to  a  brilliant  career.     From  his  youth, 
religious  inclinations  had  drawn  him  strongly  tov/ard 
the  Church.     For  years  the  struggle  between  secular 
and  sacred  claims  continued. 

Herbert  loved  to  wander  and  meditate  in  the 
gardens  and  walks  of  Trinity  College;  Cambridge. 
He  sang  the  Latin  hymns  and  anthems,  and  worshipped 
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God;  he  retired  here  for  spiritual  communion;  here 
he  dedicated  his  life  anew  to  God  as  well  as  the  powers 
of  poesy,  now  beginning  to  stir  in  the  depth  of  his 
soul . 

Conversion  to  the  Christ  ian  Fa i  th 

At  first  Herbert  thought  that  God's  service 
was  happy  work  containing  many  joys  and  delights.  He 
felt  that  a  child  of  God  would  be  free  from  grief  or 
fear  and  would  enjoy  nothing  but  the  greatest  happi- 
ness.    Iben  came  grief,  sickness,  and  disappointments 
into  his  life,  and  his  soul  was  filled  with  sorrow. 
His  health  was  finally  restored;  but  with  health, 
came  the  death  of  his  friends,   temptations  of  learning, 
fashion,  society,  and  the  world;  bonds  he  could  not 
break.     Then  came  more  sickness,  till  he  read  and 
sighed,  and  knew  not  what  to  do,  and  felt  that  his 
God  had  forgotten  him. 

After  his  mother's  death,  he  felt  that  he  was 
called  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  laid  himself  and  his 
life  at  the  feet  of  the  Christ,  and  received  the  words- 
"Thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee;  go  in  peace."     The  bonds 
of  sin  were  broken  and  he  became  free.     He  now  felt 
that  he  could  talk  familiarly  with  God,  and  sang  songs 
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of  praise  for  the  love,  joy,  edification,  and  sanc- 
tification  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Al- 
mighty. 

From  youth  to  manhood,  he  had  dedicated  himself 
to  the  Lord  alone.     He  had  never  abandoned  his  early 
resolve.     His  ultimate  object  was  ordination  to  the 
ministry  of  the  Church  of  England.     He  later  became  a 
clergyman  at  Bemerton  parish.     During  his  youth  there 
was  a  struggle  as  to  whether  or  not  he  should  become  a 
statesman  or  a  clergyman. 

F.  }.larr  iage 

In  1629  Herbert  married  Jane  Danvers,  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Danvers.     Mr.  Danvers  had  several 
daughters,  but  Jane  was  his  favorite  one.     He  always 
encouraged  the  marriage  between  his  daughter  and 
George  Herbert  because  he  felt  that     they  were  well 
suited.     George  died  before  Jane  Herbert  and  she  later 
remarried. 

There  is  an  interesting  note  here.     George  Her- 
bert's mother's  second  husband  was  a  cousin  to  Jane's 
father. 

G.  The  Influence  of  John  Donne 

Donne  and  his  wife  had  financial  difficulties 


during  the  first  part  of  their  married  life.  Her- 
bert's mother  pitied  them  and  helped  them  by  giving 
them  food  and  shelter.     Donne  preached  the  funeral 
sermon  for  Lady  Herbert  which  was  a  difficult  task 
for  him  to  perform  since  he  was  so  deeply  moved  by 
her  death.     He  was  accustomed  to  joking  about  George's 
mother  by  telling  people  she  could  discourse  on  all 
subjects  from  predestination  to  slea-silk. 

Herbert's  thoughts  and  language  were  filled 
with  the  tone  of  Donne's  character  and  writings.  He 
admired  Donne's  loyalty  to  God.     Donne  continued  to 
preach  even  when  death  was  facing  him  through  consump- 
tion.    He  would  use  his  last  ounce  of  strength  to  ful- 
fill an  appointment  tha-,  mi^hu  help  the  Kingdom  of  God. 
He  would  preach  powerful,  pathetic  sermons  wnxch  would 
rouse  one  to  a  devout  consecration  of  his  soul  and  sub- 
stance to  God. 

Wnen  uonne  aiea,  ne  bequeathed  to  Herbert  a 
gold  ring,  with  a  seal  of  the  crucified  Christ  on  an 
anchor,  which  Herbert  treasured  at  Bemerton  Rectory 
as  a  relic  of  inestimable  value.     Herbert  experienced 
a  successful  career  at  this,  his  first  and  only  parish. 


Death  of  Herbert 

Herbert  advanced  rapidly  through  his  career 
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and  almost  "became  a  statesman;   instead  he  died  a 
clergyman  in  "Wiltshire  in  the  year  1633,  as  God  had 
ordained,  as  his  mother  had  prayed,  as  he  himself 
had  vowed. 

George  Herbert 
Priest  of  the  Church  of  England, 
Author  of 
The  Temple,  Sacred  Poems,  and  other 
Ejaculations . 
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CHAPTER  III 


A  LITERARY  GXNTUS 


"The  Temple" 

"The  Temple"  is  a  collection  of  Herbert's 
sacred  poems  and  was  published  oy  his  friend  Nicholas 
Ferrar  a  few  weeks  after  his  death.     The  title  is 
taken  from  the  29th  Psalm  -   "In  His  Temple  doth  every 
man  speak  of  His  honor."     The  collection  of  his  re- 
ligious poems  amount  to  160  in  number,  116  of  which 
are  written  in  meters  which  are  not  repeated,  arranged 
under  the  headings  "The  Church  Porch"  and  "The  Church. " 


"It  is  a  book  in  which  oy  declaring  his  own 
spiritual  conflicts,  he  hath  comforted  and 
raised  many  a  dejected  and  discomposed  soul, 
and  charmed  them  into  sweet  and  quiet  thoughts; 
a  book  by  the  frequent  reading  thereof,  and 
the  assistance  of  that  Spirit  that  seemed  to 
inspire  the  author,  the  reader  may  attain 
habits  of  peace  and  piety,  and  all  the  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  nnd  Heaven,  and  may,  by 
still  reading,  still  keep  those  sacred  fires 
burning  upon  the  altar  of  so  pure  a  heart,  as 
shall  free  it  from  the  anxieties  of  this  world, 
and  keep  it  fixed  upon  things  that  are  above."  1 


"The  Temple"  is  a  Prayer-book  in  verse.  We 
find  in  it  all  the  various  aspects  of  prayer.  Like 
a  seraph  Herbert  casts  down  his  crown  at  God's  feet, 
and  looks  up  in  Sis  face,  with  the  happy  gratitude 


1  Isaak  T,7alton 
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of  a  child,  and  murmurs  out  his  thanksgiving.  Ke 
visualizes  David  confessing  his  sins  and  shortcomings 
to  his  Heavenly  Father.     And  now  he  asks,  and  prays., 
and  besieges  Heaven  for  mercy,  pardon,  peace,  grace, 
and  joy,  as  with  "groaning  that  cannot  be  uttered." 
We  find  in  it,  too,  a  perpetual  undersong  of  praise. 
It  is  a  Psalter,  no  less  than  a  Prayer-book. 


"And  how  different  its  bright  sparks  of 
worship  going  up  without  effort,  without 
noise,  by  mere  necessity  of  nature,  to 
heaven,  from  the  majority  of  hymns  which 
have  since  appeared;  no  namby-pamby ism , 
no  false  unction,  no  nonsensical  ra.ptures, 
are  to  be  found  in  them;   their  very  faults 
and  mannerisms  serve  to  attest  their  sin- 
cerity, and  to  show  that  the  whole  man  is 
reflected  in  them.     Even  although  the  poem 
had  possessed  far  less  poetic  merit,  its 
mere  devotion,   in  its  depth  and  truth, 
would  have  commended  it  to  Christians,  as 
next  to  the  Psalms,  the  finest  collection 
of  ardent  and  holy  breathings  to  be  found 
in  the  world. "  1 


Style  of  griting 


richness,  freedom,  and  variety  of  images.     He  has 
within  his  "Temple"  all  the  finest  things  of  life. 
He  gathers  glories  from  all  gardens  of  beauty-  from 
all  the  history,  and  art,  and  science  then  accessible 
to  him,  and  he  wreathes  them  "in  a  garland  around  the 


Herbert's  style  of  writing  has  an  exquisite 
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bleeding  brow  of  humanity's  Iramanuel . "     Sometimes  his 
style  exhibits  a  clear  massiveness  like  one  of  the  Temple 
pillars,  sometimes  a  richness  like  one  of  the  Temple  win- 
dows; and  never  is  there  wanting  the  Temple  music  which 
is  so  melodious.     We  are  forced  to  a  state  of  reverence 
as  we  stand  before  the  pillars  of  "The  Temple."  Herbert's 
poetry  is  a  proverbial  philosophy  of  common  sense. 

C.     Class  if icat ion  as  a  Poet 

Although  he  is  commonly  classed  with  those  whom 
Dr.  Johnson  calls  the  metaphysical  poets,  Herbert  was  by 
no  means  naturally  or  generally  a  mystic. ^     The  form  of 
his  writing  was  sometimes  dark  and  involved,  but  the  sub- 
stance and  matter  of  it  were  generally  clear.     His  views 
of  religion  seem  to  have  been  explicit  and  distinct.  He 
belonged  neither  to  Paul  (the  metaphysical),  nor  altogether 
to  Cephas  (the  ceremonial),  nor  to  Apollos   (the  rhetorical), 
nor  even,  although  he  resembled  him  much,  to  John,  but  to 
Jesus,  whom  he  so  often  calls  his  "Master",  and  whom  he  loved 
with  a  love  that  even  surpassed  his  love  for  his  mother. 


1  A  mystic  is  one  who  believes  that  he  can  have  direct 
spiritual  communication  with  God. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


A  PASTOR  A1TD  HIS  PEOPLE 

A  Challenging;  Christianity 

Herbert  often  contemplated  the  same  question 
that  many  of  us  have,  namely,   ""Why  should  Christians 
suffer?"    He  answers  this  question  by  delving  into  his 
interpretation  of  the  doctrine  of  the  soul.    When  his 
mother  was  very  ill,  he  contemplated  the  Will  of  God 
for  our  lives.     His  soul  was  troubled  over  the  sickly 
condition  of  his  beloved  mother.     He  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  God  intends  our  soul  to  be  a  sacred  temple 
for  himself  to  dwell  in,  and  will  not  allow  any  room 
there  for  such  an  inmate  as  immoderate  grief,  or  that 
any  sadness  shall  be  his  competitor.     Above  all  must  be 
remembered  those  admirable  words  of  the  Psalmist,  said 
Herbert,   "Cast  thy  care  on  the  Lord,  and  He  shall  nourish 
thee."1  To  which  may  be  added  the  words  of  St.  Peter, 
"Casting  all  your  care  on  the  Lord,  for  He  careth  for  you. 
Herbert  concludes  his  thoughts  by  quoting:   "Rejoice  in  the 
Lord  alway,  and  again  I  say,  Rejoice."3  ".'hat,  shall  we 

1  Psalm  55 

2  I  Peter  5:7 

3  Phil.  4:4 
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rejoice  in  tribulations?    Yes.     It  is  not  left  us  to 
rejoice  or  not  to  rejoice;  but  whatever  befalls  U8f 
we  must  always  rejoice  in  the  Lord.     From  this  it 
would  seem  that  Herbert  emphasized  the  necessity  of 
faith  in  our  lives. 

The  Christian1 s  Guide 

Herbert  gives  us  many  suggestions  in  his 
writings  which  he  always  felt  essential  in  every  man's 
life  if  he  were  to  be  a  help  to  God  and  to  his  fellow- 
men.     He  fights  against  the  use  of  profanity  :  nd  the 
habit  of  telling  falsehoods.     "Da,re  to  be  true.  Nothing 
can  need  a  lie."     Ke  implores  men  and  worm  n  to  be 
thrifty  but  not  miserly  or  covetous?  for  the  miser  is 
the  most  wasteful  of  us  all  -  losing  soul,  rest?  and 
faae . 

Since  I  am  basing  my  interpretation  of  Herbert's 
theology,  for  the  most  part,  on  his  sacred  poetry,  I 
don't  want  to  give  the  reader  of  this  dissertation  the 
impression  that  his   /rose  is  unworthy  of  being  men- 
tioned.    His  prose-work,   "A  Priest  to  the  Temple",  or, 
"The  Country  Parson.  His  Character  and  Rule  of  Holy 
Life"  was  also  influential  during  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury and  since.     I  shall  relate  in  the  footnote  some  of 


his  thoughts  contained  in  this  popular  prose-work. 1 


The  Chr is t ian 1 s  Hop 

All  through  his  poetry  and  even  in  his  prose, 
George  Herbert  stresses  the  fact  that  the  hope  of  man- 
kind and  of  the  world  finds  its  nucleus  in  the  person- 
ality and  life  of  Christ.     He  prayed  that  all  his  ser- 
vices might  he  for  God's  glory,  and  for  the  edification 
of  his  flock.     He  besought  his  Master  that  how  or  when- 
soever He  would  punish  him,  it  might  not  be  in  his  min- 
istry.    He  made  intercession  for  his  people  that  the 
Lord  might  sanctify  them  all ,  that  they  might  be  recep- 
tive to  God's  Word.     He  believed  the  hope  of  the  Chris- 


1  a.  '.','ealth  isn't  everything;  contentment  is  better. 

b.  Be  content  to  be  alone;   enjoy  your  own  company. 

c.  Don't  run  in  debt;   some  people  have  nothing  no 
matter  what  they  make. 

d.  Don't  be  too  bold  in  conversation  unless  you 
are  sure  of  yourself; 

e.  A  Christian  should  be  friendly  to  all,  both 
enemy  and  friend. 

f .  Be  useful  where  you  are. 

g.  Be  charitable. 

h.  Public  prayer  is  better  than  private  prayer  be- 
cause public  prayer  has  more  promises  and  love. 

i.  Resort  to  sermons  but  to  prayer  most, 
j.  Praying  is  the  end  of  preaching. 

k.  Christ  can  purge  our  hearts  if  we  are  receptive. 
1.  Keep  your  m : nd  on  the  service  when  in  Church, 
m.  Never  make  fun  of  the  preacher  for  he  is  the 

Master's  vritness. 
n.  The  man  who  mocks  God's  way  of  salvation  shall 

endure  the  most  bitter  pangs  of  hell. 


tian  is  not  death,  but  eternal  life.     We  shall  be.  he 
thought,  with  the  Lord  after  death  because  the  Lord 
Jesus  is  preparing  a  place  for  Kis  disciples.  Those 
who  are  called  by  God,  and  who  love  Him,  and  continue 
with  Christ,  will  be  given  a  kingdom.     Vie  shall  be 
presented  before  God  blameless  and  faultless.  Great 
joy  will  be  the  portion  of  those  who  are  faithful  in 
service  now.     In  his  ministry,  he  found  people  who 
lived  such  self-complacent  lives  that  even  the  judg- 
ment of  God  did  not  stir  them.     Herbert,   in  his 
"Temple,"  therefore,  urges  his  readers  to  find  hope 
in  the  Cross  of  Christ  where  divine  blood  was  shed  so 
that  the  sins  of  mankind  might  be  washed  away. 

His  Defense  of  the  Clergy 

He  exhorted  his  parishioners  not  to  worship 
the  man  preaching,  but  the  Han  preached  about »  Jesus 
Christ,   the  Son  of  God  and  of  Man.     He  said  that  ser- 
mons were  dangerous  things,  that  no  one  goes  out  of 
Church  as  he  came  in,  but  either  better  or  worse,  for 
that  by  the  Word  of  God  we  shall  be  judged.     He  urged 
his  people  not  to  criticize  the  clergy  because  of 
poor  eloquence,  but  emphasized  the  fact  that  they 
should  admire  the  sincerity  of  the  message  given  to 
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them.     He  usually  preached  for  an  hour,  and  as  none 
of  his  sermons  have  "been  published,  they  were  probably 
not  written.     Jle  exhorted  his  people  to  reverence  the 
Rouse  of  God  in  their  behavior. 

If  anyone  made  the  remark  that  the  life  of  a 
clergyman  was  one  of  ease,  Herbert  humbled  that  person 
within  a  short  time  by  pointing  out  to  him  the  various 
responsibilities  of  a  pastor:  the  criticism  he  must 
endure,  and  the  small  income  with  which  he  is  required 
to  do  so  much. 

The  incomes  of  the  clergy  were  so  reduced  in 
value  through  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries 
by  the  extortions  of  grasping  patrons,  confiscations, 
alienations,  non-payment  01   tithes,  and  iniquitous 
leases,  that  the  clergy  had  but  a  beggarly  provision, 
and  not  one  living  in  seven  would  support  an  educated 
man.     Some  earned  their  bread  bj  daily  labor,  and  in 
Archbishop  Grindal's  Visitation  in  1573,  many  parishes 
of  eight  hundred  people  are  mentioned  as  returning  an 
income  of  only  eighty  pounds  a  year.     From  my  research, 
i  have  not  been  able  to  find  Heroert's  exact  income. 
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CHAPT1R  V 


HZRBHRT'S  THEOLOGICAL  DOCTRIMES 

The  Atonement 

This  section  is  oasea  on  the   "Church  Porcn,  '•' 
tne  first  division  of  Herbert's  Compilation  of  sa- 
cred, poetry,   "The  Temple." 

Christ  Himself  perfected  our  redemption  by 
Kis  atoning  blood.     When  man  takes  his  eyes  from  the 
Cross,  he  meets  two  obstacles:  sin  and  misery,  or?  as 
Herbert  says,   "God  dishonored,  and  man  afflicted."  We 
are  cleansed  from  sin  by  the  blood  of  Christ. 

This  was  Herbert's  favorite  doctrine.     He  was  a 
loyal  worshipper  of  Jesus  Christ.     His  love  for  Him 
amounted  to  a  personal  passion.     But  it  was  not  the 
glorified  Christ  that  he  saw,  so  much  as  the  Sufferer 
at  Calvary  crowned  with  thorns,  bleeding,  forsaken, 
with  His  eyes  full  of  a  far  away  look  of  love  and 
sorrow,  as  He  gazed  down  on  his  murderers,  and  with 
Kis  lips  now  uttering  the  awful  question  to  His 
Father:     "lly  God,  ily  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?" 
and  now  asking  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,   "Was  ever 
grief  like  mine?"    How  heavily  does  he  lean  all  the 
weight  of  his  hope  upon  the  Cross'.    Herbert  felt  that 


Christ  made  him  a  Christian.     He  could  never  repay 
Him.     He  labored  to  be  like  his  Savior  by  making 
humility  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  all  men,  and  by  fol- 
lowing the  merciful  and  maek  example  of  Jesus.  A 
devout  re-consecration  and  complete  surrender  to  the 
Will  of  Christ  is  essential. 

Chr  is t 

Herbert  believes  that  Christ  has  two  natures, 
the  human  and  the  divine.     He  does  not  accept  the 
theory  of  Llonophysitism,  namely,   that  Christ  was  only 
divine.     He  was  human  as  well  as  divine,  because  we 
are  made  in  His  is  age .     The  Lord  has  two  treasures, 
the  Trinity  and  the  Incarnation.     Herbert  says  that 
we  canft  fully  understand  the  Trinity  now  but  will  be 
able  to  after  death.     Christ  has  died  for  our  good. 
He  has  life  and  death  at  His  command.     He  is  both 
Judge  and  Savior  who  can  relieve  mankind.     "Our  life 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  God."     (Colossians  3:3)  -  He 
gives  us  an  eternal  treasure. 

Christ  is  the  Son  of  Han  as  well  as  the  Son  of 
God.     He  is  the  Son  of  llan  because  He  died  for  man 
that  he  might  be  freed  from  the  bondage  of  sin;  He  is 
the  Son  of  God  because  of  His  divine  and  miraculous 
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birth  and  because  of  Kis  supernatural  mission  to  the 

world    He  cancelled  sin.     He  gave  up  His  life  to  pay 

our  score.     He  is  our  strength,  our  joy.  our  love,  and 

our  heart.     We  are  Christ's  and  He  is  ours. 

Herbert  suras  it  up  in  "The  Temple"  when  he  says 

"He  is  the  T7ay,  the  Truth »  and  the  life. 
A  Way  that  gives  us  breath, 
A  Truth  that  ends  all  strife, 
A  life  that  kille.th  death." 

Christ  is  always  given  first  place  in  George 
Herbert's  sacred  poems.     He  thinks  of  Him  as  an  In- 
finite Being.     Christ's  death  and  blood  showed  a 
strange  love  for  all  our  good.     His  sorrows  were  in 
earnest  and  were  not  artificial  for  the  purpose  of 
inciting  a  consciousness  of  the  weaknesses  of  men. 
Through  His  resurrection,  we  have  a  hope  of  the 
resurrection  of  our  bodies.     Christ's  resurrection 
wipes  away  the  grief  from  our  eyes  because  this  divine 
and  miraculous  activity  of  the  Savior  gives  us  a  new 
hope  which  will  brighten  our  lives  here  on  earth. 

Faith 

Herbert  says,   "Faith  can  place  us  in  the 
reals  of  Christ."    Faith  gives  us  an  opportunity  to 
grow  in  the  various  walks  of  life.     It  can  change 
the  scene  of  life  before  us  and  give  to  us  a  new 


vision  which  will  inspire  us  to  greater  things 

which  in  due  time  will  become  ultimate  realities. 

The  "best  faith  in  us  is  defective,  and  does  not 

arrive  at  the  point  it  should. 

"lord,  how  couldst  thou  so  much  appease 
Thy  wrath  for  sin,  as  when  man's  sight  was  dim, 
And  could  see  little,  to  regard  his  ease, 
And  bring  by  Faith  all  things  to  him? 

Hungry  I  v/as ,  and  had  no  meat: 
I  did  conceit  a  most  delicious  feast; 
I  had  it  straight,  and  did  as  truly  eat, 

As  ever  did  a  welcome  guest. 

There  is  a  rare  outlandish  root, 
Which  when  I  could  not  get,   I  tho  ight  it  here: 
That  apprehension  cured  so  well  my  foot, 

That  I  can  walk  to  heaven  well  near. 

I  owed  thousands  and  much  more: 
I  did  believe  that  I  did  nothing  owe, 
And  lived  accordingly;  my  creditor 
Believes  so  too,  and  lets  me  go. 

Faith  makes  me  anything,  or  all 
That  I  believe  is  in  the  sacred  story: 
And  when  sin  place th  me  in  Adam's  fall, 

Faith  sets  me  higher  in  his  glory. 

If  I  go  lower  in  the  book, 
V/hat  can  be  lower  than  the  common  manger? 
Faith  puts  me  there  with  him,  who  sweetly  took 

Our  flesh  and  frailty,  death  and  danger. 

If  bliss  had  lien  in  art  or  strength, 

Hone  but  the  wise  and  strong  had  gain'd  it: 

7/here  now  by  Faith  all  arms  are  of  a  length; 

One  size  doth  all  conditions  fit. 

A  peas3.nt  may  believe  as  much 
As  a  great  Clerk,  and  reach  the  highest  stature. 
Thus  dost  thou  make  proud  knowledge  bend  and  crouch, 

While  gr-ce  fills  up  uneven  nature. 


• 


When  creatures  had  no  real  light 
Inherent  in  them,   thou  didst  make  the  sun, 
Impute  a  lustre,  and  allow  them  bright: 

And  in  this  shew,  what  Christ  hath  done. 

That  which  "before  was  darken' d  clecn 
With  "bushy  groves,  pricking  the  looker's  eye , 
Vanish 'd  away,,  when  Faith  did  change  the  scene: 

And  then  appear 'd  a  glorious  sky. 

What  though  my  body  run  to  dust? 
Faith  cleaves  unto  it,  counting  every  grain, 
With  an  exact  and  most  particular  trust, 

Reserving  all  for  flesh  again."! 

God 

Herbert  believes  in  a  God  of  love;  a  God  who 
gives  us  sight,  light,  and  power;  who  loved  us  so  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son;   therefore  now  "God  has 
no  Son,  for  He  gare  us  His  only  One."    "We  have  a  God 
who  cares  and  who  bestows  blessings  upon  us  if  we  '.ire 
true  to  Him  and  His  cause.     He  gives  us  rest  after  we 
hare  finished  our  work.     As  Herbert  Bakas  God  say,  "It 
doth  suffice;  Henceforth  repoBe;  your  work  is  done."2 

God's  works  are  wide.     His  ancient  justice 
overflows  our  crimes.     He  is  strength,  power,  and  love 
combined  into  one  entity.    V/e  are  urge?  to  love  God 
first,  then  we  will  love  our  neighbors  -nd  practice 
the  Golden  Rule  in  our  daily  lives.    We  need  to  put 
our  trust  in  God  for  our  life  belongs  to  Him.  He 


1  "Faith"  by  Goerge  Herbert 
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makes  our  business  His,  and  is  so  much  interested  in 
our  welfare  that  He  is  true  to  His  Word  and  just  by 
fulfilling  the  promises  He  has  given  us. 

"Seek  pardon  first,  and  God  will  say:  Glad 
heart ,  rejoj.ce  .  "1 

If  we  and  God  belong  to  each  other,  what  can 
we  ever  want  or  need?    He  gives  us  food  and  rest.  If 
we  stray  He  brings  us  back  to  the  correct  way  of  life. 
We  should  not  fe^r  death,  because  God  is  with  us  as 
our  Guide. 

Herbert  believes  in  a  Tr :iune  God;  Father  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit.     He  does  not  accept  the  tenets  of 
Deism  which  maintain  that  God  is  One,  and  not  a  Triune 
God  of  redemption,  and  that  He  constructed  a  marvelous 
universe,  and  after  its  completion  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

E.  Grace 

Grace  is  a  theological  term  which  means  the 
almighty  love  of  God  which  is  bestowed  upon  us  and 
which  we  as  human  beings  do  not  rightfully  deserve. 
Herbert  adheres  to  this  doctrine.     He  considers, 
grace  as  having  come  from  above.     Grace  illuminates 

1  "The  Hethod"  bj   George  Herbert 


man's  soul  so  that  he  might  find  his  way.  Sin 
hammers  the  heart  of  man  until  it  becomes  hardened 
and  devoid  of  love.     The  admission  of  God's  grace 
into  our  hearts  forces  out  sin  and  gives  man  a  new 
start  in  life. 

The  Holy  Spirit 

Herbert  accepts  the  trichotomous  theory  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  namely,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit,  which  I  have  mentioned  previously. 
He  believes  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  as  much  a  part 
of  the  Godhead  as  the  Son,  and  is  therefore  a  Per- 
son. *     The  Holy  Spirit  is  as  much  a  distinct  cen- 
ter of  personal  consciousness  in  the  Godhead,  as  the 
other  two  Persons  of  the  Trinity  are.  Therefore, 
the  Trinity,  according  to  evangelical  Christianity, 
consists  of  three  distinct  centers  of  personal  con- 
sciousness in  one  Being.     "The  Temple"  teaches  us, 
as  well  as  the  Bible,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  a 
personal  Comforter  for  those  who  love  Christ.  It 
is  Christ  in  action.     It  is  the  omnipresent  God  who 
is  invisible.     The  change  which  occurs  in  the  heart 
of  a  man  when  his  soul  is  cleansed  from  sin  is 
wrought  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

J-  "The  Life  and  Theology  of  George  Herbert"  by 
Isaak  '.'/alt on 
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Immortality 

If  we  rec-OLl  the  theological  views  of  two  of 
the  principal  poets  of  the  Victorian  Period,  namely, 
Tennyson  and  3rowning,  we  can  appreciate  somewhat 
"better  Herbert 's  view  on  immortality.  Tennyson 
struggled  with  doubt,  not  able  to  understand  how  God 
could  be  a  God  of  mercy  and  allow  suffering  to  enter 
the  lives  of  men.     When  Tennyson's  best  friend,  Arthur 
Hallam  died,  he  began  to  contemplate  mjre  religiously 
on  the  doctrine  of  immortality.     Tennyson  finally 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  God  is  the  Being  that 
He  claims  He  is,  there  must  be  a  place  beyond  the 
grave  where  man  is  privileged  to  live  without  enduring 
the  hardships  which  he  must  encounter  here  on  earth. 
Browning  in  his  "Prospice"  speaks  with  assurance  that 
he  will  see  his  wife  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  in  the 
life  to  come.     Both  of  these  fcieat  literary  men  suc- 
ceeded in  comprehending  this  profound  Biblical  teaching. 

Herbert's  concepts  in  the  first  part  of  his  life 
were  quite  cynical  and  were  certainly  devoid  of  evan- 
gelical Christianity.     He  criticized  the  Church  and  the 
preachers,  and  blamed  God  for  all  the  perplexities  in 
his  own  life.     But  as  he  went  along  the  pathway  of 
human  endeavor  and  was  influenced  by  a  few  sincere 


Christians,  he  "began  to  look  at  the  ways  of  the  God- 
head in  a  very  different  light.     In  his  religious 
poetry,  one  can  see  his  eternal  hope  in  the  doctrine 
which  we  are  discussing  1b  re.     Immortality  to  him 
meant  eternal  happiness.     It  was  a  rise  in  power;  a 
reign  in  glory;  a  deliverance  from  the  combats  and 
temptations  which  afflict  the  soul  on  earth.     If  we 
live  from  day  to  day.,   experiencing  the  perplexities 
of  life  which  sometimes  seem  to  overwhelm  us,  and 
have  nothing  to  look  forward  to  after  this  life, 
what  a  bitter  and  antagonistic  spirit  we  are  apt  to 
possess  and  what  a  dark  and  hopeless  future  confronts 
us  I     The  only  hope  that  anyone  of  us  has  is  that  which 
finds  its  nucleus  in  the  eternal  state  of  man  which  in 
turn  is  wrought  through  the  resurrection  body  of  Christ. 
Herbert  places  gre.it  emphasis  upon  the  resurrection;  a 
body  which  is  susceptible  to  corruption  here,  becomes 
a  glorified  body  which  takes  on  incorrupt  ion  after  it 
has  been  cle  ansed  by  the  redeeming  act  of  the  Atonement 
of  Chris1;.     Kan's  destiny  lies  here,  and  if  he  desires 
any  comfort  at  all  in  life,  or  at  least  some  hope  for 
the  future,  he  cannot  afford  to  disregard  this  doctrine 
in  which  millions  of  Christians  believe. 


* 


The  Inspirat  ion  of  the  Bible 

"The  Temple"  teaches  us  that  the  Scriptures 
have  not  only  an  elementary  use,  but  a  use  of  per- 
fection, and  are  able  to  make  the  nan  of  God  perfect. 
By  trusting  in  the  T.7ord  of  God,  we  trust  in  God.  V/e 
should  believe  because  of  the  revelation  of  God  through 
the  Koly  Spirit.     The  Holy  Scriptures  can  never  bp  ex- 
hausted.    In  the  Scriptures  we  find  doctrines  -  these 
ever  teach  more  and  more;  we  also  find  promises  -  these 
ever  comfort  more  and  more.     It  is  the  Will  of  God  that 
we  use  the  Bible  as  a  guide  book  for  oar  daily  lives. 

It  has  been  truly  said  of  Herbert  that  he  is 
"inspired  by  the  Bible,  as  its  vaticinators  were  in- 
spired by  God."     It  is  to  him  not  only  the  "Book  of 
God,  but  the  God  of  Books."    He  has  brooded  over  its 
pages;  he  has  imbibed  its  inmost  spirit.     He  has  made 
its  divine  words  "the  men  of  his  counsel,  and  his 
song  in  the  house  of  his  pilgrimage , k  till  they  are 
in  his  verse  less  ii.itated  that  reproduced.     In  this, 
as  in  other  qualities,  such  as  high  imagination, 
burning  zeal,  quaint  fancy,  and  deep  simplicity  of 
character  he  resembles  that  "Child-Angel , "  John 

Bunyan;  who  was  proud  to  be  a  babe  of  the  Bible. 

Herbert's  chief  delight  was  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
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tures.     Ke  wouldn't  part  with  their,  for  the  whole 
world  in  exchange.     The  Bible  was  his  wisdom,  com- 
fort, and  joy.     In  it  he  found  that  substance, 
Christ;  and  in  Christ,   the  remission  of  sins;  and 
in  His  Blood  he  placed  the  goodness  of  his  good  works. 

There  is  a  great  reverence  for  the  Word  of  God 
all  the  way  through  his  writings.     Poem  after  poem 
manifesto  his  love  for  It,  and  his  desire  to  follow 
closely  its  teachings.    Many  an  hour  he  spent  in  the 
reading  of  it,  when  he  was  sad  and  when  he  was  happy. 
He  felt  the  warmth  of  the  Biblical  writers  as  he  was 
directed  into  their  way  of  thinking. 


"Oh  Book',  infinite  sweetness',  let  my  heart 
Suck  every  letter,  and  a  honey  gain, 
Precious  for  any  grief  in  any  part; 
To  clear  the  breast,  to  mollify  all  pain. 

Thou  art  all  health,  health  thriving,   till  it  make 

A  full  eternity:   thou  art  a  mass 

Of  strange  delights,  where  we  may  wish  and  take. 
Ladies,  look  here;  this  is  the  thankful  glass, 

That  mends  the  looker's  eyes:  this  is  the  well 
That  washes  what  it  shows.     Who  can  endear 
Thy  praise  too  much?  thou  art  heaven's  Lieger 
here , 

forking  against  the  states  of  death  and  hell. 

Thou  art  joy's  handsel:  heaven  lies  flat  in  thee, 
Subject  to  every  mounter's  bended  knee. 

-  2  - 

Oh  that  I  knev;  how  all  thy  lights  combine, 
And  the  configurations  of  their  glory'. 


Seeing  not  only  how  each  verse  doth  shine, 
But  all  the  constellations  of  the  story. 

This  verse  marks  that,  and  both  do  make  a  motion 
Unto  a  third,  that  ten  leaves  off  doth  lie: 
Then  as  dispersed  herbs  do  watch  a  potion, 

These  three  make  up  some  Christian's  destiny. 

Such  are  thy  secrets,  which  my  life  makes  good, 
And  comments  on  thee:  for  in  every  thing 
Thy  words  do  find  me  out,  and  parallels  bring, 

And  in  another  make  me  understood. 

Stars  are  poor  books,  and  oftentimes  do  miss: 
This  book  of  stars  lights  to  eternal  bliss."! 

Jud-3Bent 

God  is  the  almighty  Judge.     He  shall  demand  a 
record  from  every  one  of  us.     Some  will  have  in  their 
books  of  life  no  sin  at  all,  and  they  will  excel  in 
merit.     But  there  will  be  others  who  will  find  that  they 
have  fallen  short  of  God's  expectations. 

love 

Love  is  an  integral  part  of  life.     Christ  loves 
us,-  yet  rebukes  us  because  His  love  for  us  is  so  great 
that  He  has  to  punish  us  in  order  to  help  us,  because 
we  are  blind.     Christ  is  the  Light  that  gives  us  a  new 
vision.     The  God  of  love  is  our  Shepherd.     The  leve 
which  our  Creator  imparts  to  us  is  a  sweet  and  wondrous 
love . 


1  "The  Holy  Scriptures"  by  George  Herbert 
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"As  when  the  heart  speaks   (sighing  to  be 
approved), 

Oh,  could  I  love!  and  stops;  God  writeth, 
Loved. h1 

"T/ith  love,  stony  hearts  bleed*  "2 

"Love  is  swift  of  foot;  a  man  of  war, 
And  can  shoot,  and  can  hit  from  far."3 

Kan 

Kan  should  embrace  all  good;  but  because  he 
can't  do  everything,  God  often  chooses  what  he  shall 
do,  by  restraining  him  from  what  He  would  not  have 
him  do.     Pious  persons  ought  always  to  avoid  occasions 
of  sins;  but,  in  the  occasions  of  necessary  duties, 
God's  Spirit  will  mortify  them  and  try  them  as  gold  in 
the  fire.     The  godly  are  chastened,  but  not  punished. 

Herbert's  poem  "Kan"  is  a  fine  comment  on  the 
Psalmist's  words:   "I  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made. 
Herbert  expresses  in  poetry  the  central  position  of 
man  to  the  universe  -  the  fact  that  all  its  various 
lines  find  a  focus  in  him  -  that  he  is  a  microcosm 
to  the  All,  and  that  every  part  of  man  is,   in  its 
turn,  a  little  microcosm  of  him.     "Kan,"  Herbert  says, 
"is  everything  and  more." 

At  this  point  it  would  be  well  to  analyze  his 
concept  somewhat  more  thoroughly.     He  continues  by 

~~ T-  "A  Prue  Hymn"  by  George  Herbert 
2  "Discipline"  by  George  Herbert 
*  "Love"  by  George  Herbert 


saying  that  man  is   "a  beast,  yet  is  or  should  be  more." 
He  is  "all  symmetry -full  of  proportions,  one  limb  to 
another,  and  all  to  all  the  world  besides."    Van  is 
made  in  the  image  of  Go&j  and  in  some  measure  knows 
himself  to  be  a  vile  sinner,     Man  is  in  a  great  measure 
a  mystery,  because  he  has  forsaken  his  Cod.     "Ke  is  a 
wondrous  palace  untenanted  by  the  only  Being  whose  pre- 
sence can  fill  the  crevices,  supply  the  deficiencies, 
occupy  the  vast  rooms,  glorify  the  gloomy  places,  ex- 
plain the  mysteriousneos,  and  fulfil  the  destiny  of  the 
fabric;  and  whenever  He  shall  return  to  it,  man's  contra- 
dictions shall  be  reconciled,  his  controversies  ended, 
all  that  is  now  ambiguous  about  him  shall  be  explained, 
and  while  his  microcosmal  character  shall  continue,  it 
shall  assume  a  diviner  meaning,  and  become  as  pure  as  it 
is  universal . " 

Prayer 

Besides  family  prayer,  and  the  morning  and  even- 
ing services  at  Church,  Herbert  strictly  enjoined  every 
one  to  be  faithful  in  private  prayers  at  morning  and  even- 
ing;  he  knew  what  prayers  his  parishioners  said,  and 
taught  them  himself.     Ke  felt  that  it  was  necessary  that 
every  Christian  pray  twice  a  day,  and  four  times  on  Sun- 
day; for  without  this  he  could  not  maintain  his  soul  in 


a  Christian  frame.     He  "believed  that  man  should  pray 
as  the  Spirit  of  G-od  leads  him.     If  a  man  allowed  a 
scoffer  to  influence  him  not  to  pray,  he  did  a  great 
wrong. 

Herbert  valued  prayer  so  much  that  he  said  that 
if  he  were  to  surrender  all  but  one:  wealth,  fame,  en- 
dowments, virtues,  etc.,  he  would  cling  to  prayer.  In 
his  own  life  he  had  experienced  the  power  of  prayer  and 
the  way  in  which  it  works;  how  it  tends  to  bring  man  closer 
to  his  T:eavenly  father  so  that  they  together  enjoy  an 
intimate  relationship  which  proves  to  be  invaluable  to 
both.     Prayer  is  the  power  house  behind  the  activities 
of  righteousness,  and  enables  one  to  realize  what  the 
'.7ill  of  Cod  is  for  him  and  assists  him  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  that  ".'ill. 


Of  what  an  easy  quick  access, 
Ky  blessed  Lord,  art  thou!  how  suddenly 

Hay  our  requests  thine  ear  invade.' 
To  show  that  state  dislikes  not  easiness. 
If  I  but  lift  mine  eyes,  my  suit  is  made: 
Thou  canst  no  more  not  hear,   than  thou  canst  die. 

Of  what  supreme  almighty  power 
Is  thy  great  arm  which  spans  the  east  and  west, 

And  tacks  the  centre  to  the  sphere! 
By  it  do  all  things  live  their  measured  hour: 
T,lfe  cannot  ask  the  thing,  which  is  not  there, 
Blaming  the  shallowness  of  our  request. 


Of  what  unmeasurable  love 
Art  thou  possest,  who,  when  thou  couldst  not  die, 

Wert  fain  to  take  our  flesh  and  curse, 
And  for  our  sakes  in  person  sin  reprove; 
That  by  destroying  that  which  tied  thy  purse, 
Thou  mights t  make  way  for  liberality! 

Since  then  these  three  wait  on  thy  throne, 
Ease,  Power,  and  Love;   I  value  prayer  so, 

That  were  I  to  leave  all  but  one, 
Tealth,  fame,  endowments,  virtues,  all  should  go; 
I  and  dear  prayer  would  together  dwell, 
And  quickly  gain,  for  each  inch  lost,  an  ell.-*- 


Redemption 

Redemption  is  the  Slood  of  Christ  poured  out 
for  suffering  humanity.     It  is  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
made  possible  by  the  crucifixion  of  our  Lord.  Redemption 
is  always  available,     "hen  man  is  redeemed,  he  can  start 
anew  and  should  never  lose  sight  of  the  vision  of  his 
Lord.     Christ  can  be  found  anywhere  whether  we  are  in 
cities,  theatres,  gardens,  parks,  or  courts.     He  is  omni- 
present and  His  cleansing  power  is  always  available. 


Having  been  tenant  long  to  a  rich  Lord, 

Not  thriving,   I  resolved  to  be  bold, 

And  make  a  suit  unto  him,   to  afford 
A  new  small-rented  lease,  and  cancel  the  old. 

In  Heaven  at  his  manor  I  him  sought: 

They  told  me  there,  that  he  was  lately  gone 
About  some  land,  which  he  had  dearly  bought 

Long  since  on  earth,   to  take  possession. 

I  straight  return'd,  and  knowing  his  great  birth, 
Sought  him  accordingly  in  great  resorts; 
In  cities,  theatres,  gardens,  parks,  and  courts 
At  length  I  heard  a  ragged  noise  and  mirth 

Of  thieves  and  murderers:  there  I  him  espied, 

'The-  straight,  Your  suit  is  granted,  said,  and  died 
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V.  Repentance 

Herbert  considers  repentance  as  being  the  great 
virtue  of  the  Gospel,  and  one  of  the  first  steps  of  pleasing 
God.     The  essence  of  repentance  consists  in  a  true  detestation 
of  the  soul  abhorring  and  renouncing  sin,  and  turning  to  God 
in  truth  of  heart  and  newness  of  life.     God  is  so  merciful 
and  compassionate  that  He  will  forgive  our  most  foul  trans- 
gressions if  we  are  willing  to  confess  them  to  Him.     God  de- 
stroys the  sin  and  the  grief  resulting  from  sin  in  our  lives, 
and  we  both  proceed  through  life  together,  tuned  to  a  well- 
set  song  of  righteousness  which  Till  make  us  more  strong. 

0.  Sin  and  the  Sinner 

Sin  hardens  man's  heart  against  God  and  bars  him 
admission  into  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  of  Heaven.     Sin  brings 
sorrow  to  the  individual  and  to  one's  fellow  men.     The  Blood 
of  Christ  can  blot  out  sin  and  give  man  a  new  lease  on  a  life 
filled  with  righteousness.     When  sin  is  gone,  grace  fills 
that  emptiness,  and  if  man  is  willing,  grace  will  keep  that 
emptiness  refilled  lest  sin  take  courage  and  return. 

Sin  is  opposite  to  the  almighty,  wanting  the  good 
of  virtue  and  of  being.     If  we  are  truly  on  God's  side,  the 
sight  of  sin  should  anger  us,  and  we  should  realize  that 
devils  are  our  sins  in  prospective. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


ecclesiastical  c.  vc  ■  "Tiers 

The  Holy  Communion 

This  chapter  is  based  on  the  second  part  of 
"The  Temple,"  namely,    "The  Church." 

Herbert  celebrated  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper    once  a  month,  if  possible,  but  at  least  fire 
or  six  times  a  year.     At  Christmas,  Lent,  faster, 
Whitsuntide,  and  before  and  after  harvest,  cate- 
chetical instruccion  was  given  in  preparation  for  this 
observance.     He  thought  children  and  youths  should 
"communicate"  at  an  early  age.     The  Holy  Sacrament 
should  depend  on  understanding  rather  than  age.  The 
Holy  Sacrament  was  considered  to  be  a  sovereign  medi- 
cine to  our  sin- sick  souls. 

The  grace  of  G-od  by  means  of  the  elements  finds 
its  way  into  our  souls  and  will  unite  our  bodies  and 
souls  together.     When  the  grace  of  God  indwells  us,  it 
is  as  though  we  passed  from  the  room  of  self-complacency 
into  that  where  the  unselfish  love  of  Christ  abides. 
We  are  restored  to  Christ  with  ease  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  His  precious  blood. 

There  are  three  views  held  by  theologians  con- 
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cerning  the  Lord's  Supper. 

a.  Trail r-ubs tant iat ion 

This  view  holds  that  the  bread  and 
wine  (or  ^rape  juice)  used  at  the  Com- 
munion service  are  the  veritable  body 
and  blood  of  Christ. 

b .  Congubs cant iat ion 

Tli is  is  the  view  held  by  Herbert  in 
his   "Temple,"  namely,   that  the  presence  of 
Christ  is  in  the  elements  used,  but  that 
the  elements  are  merely  symbols  of  His 
death . 

c .  The  Memorial  View 

This  conception  considers  the  elements 
as  symbols  but  does  not  believe  that  the  pre- 
sence of  Christ  is  in  the  elements,  even 
though  Kis  presence  is  at  the  Communion  ser- 
vice.    These  adherents  believe  that  Christ 
is  invisible  at  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  that  one  can  feel  His  presence 
just  the  same  as  if  He  were  visible. 


The  Ordinance  of  Baptism 

Herbert  baptized  usually  only  on  Sundays  and 

the  candidates  the  honor  of 
the  office  they  undertook,  and  exhorted  Christians  to 
meditate  often  on  the  great  and  glorious  calling  of 
their  baptism.     Baptism  is  a  public  acknowledgment  of 
one's  desire   to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Lard, 
and  is  symbolic  of  the  drowning  of  one's  sins  "which 
are  prevented  from  growning  thick  and  wide,"  as  Herbert 
expresses  it.     He  believed  it  feasible  to  baptize  chil- 
dren as  well  as  adults  if  they  had  reached  the  age  of 
accountability  and  had  realized  the  importance  of  the 
step  they  were  about  to  take. 

Kiss io nary  Work 

If  so-called  Christians  fail  to  iaapart  their 
knowledge  of  Cod  to  others ,   they  are  as  selfish  as 
those  who  have  something  to  eat  and  who  fail  to  share 
it  with  the  hungry.     God  considers  men  of  all  nations, 
of  all  colors,  and  of  all  creeds  on  an  equal  footing. 
Therefore,  unselfishness  should  be  and  is  a  Christian 
attribute  which  must  be  manifested  by  the  followers  of 
Christ.    We  should  broadcast  the  tidings  of  great  joy 
which  come  out  of  an  intimate  relationship  with  the 


King  of  Kings. 

"Then ere r  a  door  is  set  open  in  heathen 
lands,  thereat  the  Church  should  enter, 
and  take  possession  of  the  country  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord."l 

D.  The  Offering 

According  to  the  Old'  Testament  teaching,  one 
is  supposed  to  give  one  tenth  of  his  income  to  God. 
Herbert  "believed  in  tithing.     Many  people  have  ra- 
tionalized \>i   saying  that  the  Old  Testament  teaching 
was  a  Hebrew  law  rather  than  a  Christian  one.  never- 
theless, man  owes  a  definite  responsibility  to  his 
Creator  for  all  that  He  has  done  for  him.  Herbert 
emphasized  throughout  his  poetry  the  fact  that  man 
always  receives  a  blessing  when  h^  gives  of  his  sub- 
stance to  the  work  of  God.     "Freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give,  for  the  Lord  loveth  a  cheerful  giver." 

E.  Confession 

We  should  acknowledge  our  faults  and  sins  be- 
fore the  Lord  for  He  can  take  our  sins  away.  Confes- 
sion wins  pardon  from  sin.     It  makes  us  humble  before 
God  and  gives  God  a  chance  to  enter  the  closets  of  our 
souls.     Confession  is  not  essential  for  all,  but  in 
some  cases  is  necessary  for  bringing  man  to  a  reali- 
zation of  his  own  guilt. 

±  George  TTerbe r t 


The  Altar  Call 

When  the  clergy  give  an  invitation  to  their 
congregations  to  accept  Christ  as  their  Savior,  this 
invitation  brings  all  sins  to  sight.     God  is  present 
at  the  invitation  and  frightens  sin.     We  should  fear 
not  since  God  is  present.     We  receive  joy  and  a  love 
which  exalts  us.     God  is  prepared  to  meet  the  believer 
and  is  willing  to  share  with  him  his  bountiful  gifts. 
The  love  which  we  receive  from  God  as  we  ally  ourselves 
to  Kim,  when  the  invitation  is  given,   is  a  love  that 
is  immortal  and  after  death  can  never  die. 

Good  Friday 

This  is  a  memorable  day  inasmuch  as  it  brings 
to  our  remembrance  the    reatest  sacrifice  ever  made 
in  behalf  of  the  welfare  of  mankind.     The  Son  of  God 
was  humiliated,  beaten,  and  crucified  that  man  might 
be  liberated  of  his  sin  by  the  divine  blood  of  his 
Lord.     It  was  a  Good  Friday  for  two  reasons:  it  freed 
man  from  the  chains  of  his  transgressions,  and  it 
gave  the  Christ  an  opportunity  to  prove  His  divinity. 
The  crucifixion  served  a  twofold  purpose,  the  results 
of  which  have  been  realized    .nd  experienced.  The 
death  on  the  Cross  was  exemplary  of  the  loving-kindness 


for  mankind  which  indwells  the  heart  of  Christ. 
This  day  will  ever  he  remembered  as  a  day  of  sad- 
ness in  the  life  of  our  Lord  which  through  the  years 
has  brought  man  to  a  great  realization  of  his  Savior's 
love  for  him  inasmuch  as  He  gave  His  life  for  him. 

Easter 

Easter  is  a  day  when  the  King  of  Kings  becomes 
paramount  in  the  minds  of  men.     This  is  the  day  the 
Lord  is  risen.     He  takes  us  by  the  hand  and  elevates 
us  to  the  high  level  upon  which  He  abides.     His  life 
ca.n  make  us  as  valuable  as  gold  and  much  more  just. 
We  can  overcome  our  defects  by  partaking  of  the  sweet- 
ness of  His  nature.     The  hope  of  eternal  life  finds 
its  origin  in  His  resurrected  life  and  in  Plis  Ascension. 
When  the  future  seems  dark  and  without  meaning,  we  can 
turn  to  the  meaning  of  Easter,  and  in  that  mea.ning 
find  the  hope  for  which  we  long,   the  destiny  which  we 
seek,  and  the  reward  which  we  hope  to  obtain.  George 
Herbert  believed  that  Easter  is  a  true  manifestation 
of  the  bodily  resurrection  of  the  believer. 

Rise  heart;   thy  Lord  is  risen.     Sing  his  praise 

Without  delays, 

Who  takes  thee  by  the  hand,  that  thou  likewise 

W 1  oh  h  im  may  s  t  r  i  s e  : 
That,  as  his  death  calcined  thee  to, dust, 
His  life  may  make  thee  gold,  and  much  more  just. 


Awake,  my  lute,  and  struggle  for  thy  part 

With  all  thy  art". 

The  cross  taught  all  wood  to  resound  his  name 

Ytfio  bore  the  same. 

His  stretched  sinews  taught  all  strings,  what  key 

Is  best  to  celebrate  this  most  high  day. 

Consort  both  heart  and  lute,  and  twist  a  song 

Pleasant  and  long: 

Or  since  all  music  is  but  three  parts  vied, 

And  multiplied; 

0  let  thy  blessed  Spirit  bear  a  part, 

And  make  up  our  defects  with  his  sweet  art. 

1  got  me  flowers  to  strew  thy  way; 
I  got  me  boughs  off  many  a  tree: 
But  thou  wast  up  by  break  of  day, 

And  brought' st  thy  sweets  along  with  thee. 

The  Sun  arising  in  the  East, 

Though  he  give  light,  and  the  East  perfume; 

If  they  should  offer  to  contest 

Y«rith  thy  arising,   they  presume. 

Can  there  be  any  day  but  this, 
Though  many  suns  to  sMne  endeavour? 
We  count  three  hundred,  but  we  miss:- 
There  is  but  one,  and  that  one  ever.^- 


Sunday 

Yhen  the  rest  of  the  week  is  dark,  Sunday  is 
like  a  torch  which  shows  us  the  way.  The  other  days 
of  the  week  are  working-days  which  contain  many  bur- 
dens. The  only  release  we  get  from  our  everyday 
cares  is  on  Sunday.  Sundays  are  pillars  which  support 
our  lives  and  save  us  from  the  vanities  of  our  daily 
routine.     Sunday  is  filled  with  blessings.     "It  is  a 
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day  of  hope  because  this  day  our  Savior  rose;  Christ's 
hands,   though  nailed,  wrought  our  salvation.  Eis 
blood  paid  the  full  price  that  was  required  to  make 
us  free.     Sunday  is  a  4ay  of  mirth  which  leads  us 
hand  in  hand  to  Heaven. 

Chris  tmas 

The  shepherds  s?.ng  of  their  Lord.     His  soul 
is  a  shepherd  which  feeds  a  flock  of  thoughts,  words, 
and  deeds.     Christ  is  the  only  Lord,  common  to  us  all. 
The  Lord,  even  on  the  day  of  His  birth,  welcomed 
strangers  and  is  still  ready  today  to  make  new  friends. 
The  Light  of  the  Lord  stole  into  a  manger  ana  illumi- 
nated the  soul  of  man.     The  Lord  is  a  Lord  of  cheer 
and  of  song  who  brings  glad  tidings  into  the  life  of 
man.     The  V/ord  of  the  Lord  and  His  grace  will  enrich 
every  place.     Christ's  birth  teaches  us  to  live  here 
in  such  a  manner  that  still  one  eye  will  aim  and 
shoot  at  that  which  is  on  high. 

All  after  pleasures  as  I  rid  une  day, 

Vj  horse  and  I,  both  tired,  body  and  mind, 
With  full  cry  of  affections,  quite  astray; 

I  took  up  in  the  next  inn  I  could  find. 

There  when  I  came,  whom  found  I  but  my  dear, 
Mjy  dearest  Lord,  expecting  till  the  grief 
Of  £>leasures  brought  me  to  him,  ready  there 

To  be  all  passengers'  most  sweet  relief? 
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C  Thou,  whose  glorious,  yet  contracted  light, 
Wrapt  in  night's  mantle,  stole  into  a  manger; 
Since  my  dark  soul  and  brutish  is  thy  right, 

To  Kan  of  all  beasts  be  not  thou  a  stranger: 

Furnish  and  deck  my  soul,  that  thou  may at  have 
A  better  lodging,   than  a  rack,  or  grave. 


The  shepherds  sing;  and  shall  I  silent  be? 

Wy  God,  no  hymn  for  thee? 
Uy  soul's  a  shepherd  too;  a  flock  it  feeds 

Of  thoughts,  and  words,  and  deeds. 
The  pasture  is  thy  word;   the  streams,  thy  grace 

Enriching  all  the  place. 
Shepherd  and  flock  shall  sing,  and  all  my  powers 

Out- song  the  daylight  hours. 
Then  we  will  chide  the  sun  for  letting  night 

Take  up  his  place  and  right: 
We  sing  one  common  Lord;  wherefore  he  should 

Eimself  the  candle  hold. 
I  will  go  searching,   till  I  find  a  sun 

Shall  stay,   till  we  have  done; 
A  willing  shiner,  that  shall  sine  as  gladly, 

As  frost-nipt  suns  look  sadly. 
Then  we  will  sing,  and  shine  all  our  own  day, 

And  one  another  pay: 
His  beams  shall  cheer  my  breast,  and  both  so  twine, 
Till  even  his  beams  sing,  and  my  music  shine. 1 


E.  Lent 

The  Lenten  season  is  composed  of  passion*  The 
Holy  Scriptures  bid  us  to  fast.     Christians  should  be 
glad  of  an  occasion  to  use  their  temperance.    We  cannot 
reach  Christ's  fortieth  day;  yet  to  go  a  part  of  that 
religious  way  is  better  than  none  at  all.     T,7e  can't 
reach  our  Savior's  purity,  but  we  can  do  our  best  to 
"Be  holy  even  as  He."     If  one  goes  in  the  way  that 
Christ  has  gone,  he  is  much  more  sure  to  meet  with 
Christ  than  if  he  travelled  by-ways.     We  should  let 

the  Lord  improve  our  fast  by  starving  sin. 

 ».  

"Christmas"  by  George  Herbert 


CONCLUSION 

the  r:iiGiop  op  gplp:-  ,  r  ;p:3ppt 
by 

Rev.  Norman  L.  Lavers 

There  are  usually  many  experiences  and  many  per- 
sonalities which  affect  the  theological  concepts  of  an 
individual,     As  we  look  back  over  the  life  of  George 
Herbert j  this  assumption  "becomes  very  realistic.  His 
parents  and  associates  were  of  the  highest  type,  ex- 
erting upon  him  a  CT-  ristian  influence  which  deeply  im- 
pressed him.     ITe  endeavored  to  learn  all  that  he  could 
from  those  whom  he  had  met,  the  poor  and  the  rich,  the 
meek  and  the  mighty,   the  vile  and  the  good.     Pe  re- 
spected the  judgments  and  opinions  of  those  who  v/ere 
worthy  of  his  consideration. 

Herbert  spent  much  of  his  youth  in  studying  the 
various  systems  of  theology  in  order  that  he  might  come 
to  a  decision  as  to  the  best  one  to  follow.     He  felt  that 
one     should  not  reach  his  theological  decisions  too 
hastily  lest  he  soon  change  his  mind  again  because  of 
new  data  discovered  by  means  of  research.     He  always 
taught  from  his  pulpit  that  a  firm  foundation  in  one's 
spiritual  thinking  was  equally  as  important  as  a 
foundation  under  one's  house  because  the  weight  of  the 


burden  rested  on  that  foundation.     He  believed  that 
Christians  could  never  hope  to  understand  every  Bib- 
lical and  theological  teaching  but  must  accept  those 
teachings  by  faith. 

The  theology  of  George  Herbert  is  presented 
simply  in  his  literary  works,  yet  it  possesses  a  pro- 
fundity of  thought.     In  "The  Temple"  there  are  two 
divisions:     "The  Church  Porch"  and  "The  Church."  "The 
Church  Porch"  deals  with  Herbert's  theological  doc- 
trines whereas  "The  Church"  deals  with  the  special  days 
and  festivities  celebrated  within  the  House  of  God. 
The  second  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  first  inasmuch  as 
the  Lord's  Supper  would  not  be  celebrated  unless 
Christians  had  previously  believed  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  Atonement. 

Herbert  looked  about  him  and  often  wondered  why 
men  and  women  who  were,   in  his  estimation,  saints  of 
God,  had  to  suffer  untold  disappointment  and  grief 
throughout  their  lives.     The  problem  which  confronted 
him  wxs  that  of  believing  that  God  was  a  God  of  mercy 
when  He  permitted  such  things  to  happen,  even  to  His 
followers.     The  student  of  Herbert  discovers  his  strug- 
gle for  faith  before  reading  very  far  in  his  literary 


works.     Ee  was  apt  to  be  cynical  at  times  toward  the 
Church  because  he  was  blaming  God  for  all  the  heart- 
aches within  his  own  life.     His  attitude  later  changed, 
however.     One  night  as  he  went  up  to  bed  in  the  old 
homestead,  he  heard  his  mother  praying  in  her  bedroom. 
Ker  prayer  was  not  only  one  of  eloquence,  but  of  sin- 
cerity and  force.     It  seemed  as  though  her  Lord  was 
beside  her  as  she  talked  so  intimately  with  Him.  Her- 
bert was  much  impressed  and  listened  to  her  until  she 
had  terminated  her  prayer.     Shortly  after  this  expe- 
rience, he  was  converted  to  Christianity  and  often 
asked  his  mother  questions  about  God's  expectation  of 
the  believer.    Why  should  he  doubt  God  when  those  whom 
he  loved  put  all  their  trust  in  Kim?    After  his  con- 
version, he  was  eager  to  tell  men  and  women  of  the 
change  in  his  own  life  wrought  by  the  intervention  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.     He  changed  his  opinion  of  Cod. 
Cod,  to  him,  was  no  longer  an  unmerciful  Cod,  but  one 
of  love,  sympathy,  unselfishness,  who  is  always  loyal 
to  His  children.     He  realized  that  He  was  a  God  of 
strength,  not  of  weakness.     He  now  looked  to  God  for 
adequate  strength  to  meet  the  trials  of  the  day,  whereas 
before,  he  leaned  upon  his  own  insufficient  strength. 


Herbert  wanted  his  disciples  to  see  in  him 
neither  his  eloquence,  nor  his  education,  nor  his  pro- 
fession,   "but  his  Lord.     He  endeavored  to  elevate  his 
Lord  in  the  eyes  of  men-  not  himself.     The  seventeenth 
century  in  its  political  and  religious  turmoil  needed 
such  men  as  Herbert  to  help  to  turn  the  tide.  The 
difficulty  was  that  there  were  not  many  men  of  his 
calibre,  especially  at  this  time.     Tie  was  fearless  in 
his  attacks  against  sin,  and  felt  that  the  good  Lord 
was  supporting  him  at  all  times. 

I  admire  George  Herbert  because  he  fulfilled  his 
pledge  of  allegiance  to  his  God.     He  follower  the  rules 
of  Christian  living  as  he  received  them  from  the  great 
Advocate,  his  Heavenly  Father.     His  compilation  of 
sacred  poems,   "The  Temple,"  is  worthy  of  being  con- 
sidered a  catechism  for  our  everyday  lives.     It  is 
filled  with  good  counsel,  excellent  wisdom,  and  profound 
spiritual  truths.     The  words  of  Herbert  are  like  a 
beacon  light  on  a  storm  tossed  sea,  guiding  the  lost 
to  a  place  of  safety.     Those  souls  who  are  lost  in  sin 
are  able  to  perceive  through  his  teachings  a  ray  of 
heavenly  sunlight  which  in  due  time  enlightens  the  entire 
'soul  of  man. 
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THS  RSIIGIQir  OF  GEORGE  HERBERT 
BY 

REV.  HORHAH  L.  LAYERS 


INTRODUCTION 

Purpose  of  Thesis 

To  show  the  development  of  the  religious, 
theological,  and  ecclesiastical  concepts  of  George 
Herbert  as  found  in  his  literary  works. 

CHAPTER  I 

The  Characteristics  of  the  Seventeenth  Century 
The  political,  religious;  and  literary 
characteristics  of  the  seventeenth  century  are  re- 
vealed in  this  chapter,   thereby  showing  the  influence 
which  they  bad  on  the  thinking  of  Herbert  and  his 
colleagues . 

CHAPTER  II 
The  Life  of  George  Herbert 
The  life  of  George  Herbert  is  treated  from 
his  infancy  to  his  death;    the  influence  of  great  per- 
sonalities upon  his  life;  his  conversion  to  Chris- 
tianity ^nd  the  change  in  his  life  that  was  wrought 
by  this  experience. 

chapter  in 

The  Literary  Genius 
A  discussion  of  Herbert's  great  literary  work, 
"The  Temple,"  and  of  his  style  of  writing;  what  critics 
think  of  him  as  a  poet. 

CHAPTER  IV 
A  Pastor  and  His  Leo pie 
A  summary  of  Herbert's  experience  as  a  pastor  - 
His  ideas  on  the  offering  -  a  brief  treatment  of  his 
-orose  -  sermonic  material  which  brought  results  -  his 
exhortations  to  his  parishioners  -  rejoicing  in  trib- 
ulations -  his  defense  of  the  clergy  -  his  manner  of 
^reaching  -  the  coorly  paid  clergy  of  the  17th  century. 


CT'APTTR  7 

Interpretation  of  Herbert's  Theological  Doctrines 

A.  Atonemen t  ran  cleansed  from  sin  by  the  blood 

of  Christ. 

B.  Chr i s t  Son  of  Mail  and  Son  of  God. 

C.  Fa i th  Herbert's  struggle  for  it. 

D.  God  Omnipresent,  omniscient,  and  om- 

•  nipotent. 

E.  Grace  The  almighty  love  of  God  which  we 

do  not  deserve. 

F.  The  Holy  Spirit  The  Third  Person  of  the  Trinity, 

G.  Immortal ity  The  hope  of  the  Christian. 

H.  The  In s p iration  of 

the  Bible  Inspired  of  God  and  rerealed  by 

God  through  His  witnesses. 

I.  Judgment  Ho  man  escapes. 

J.  Love  The  greatest  attribute  of  life. 

K.  Man  A  microcosm  or  a  lit  Me  world  within 

himself,  living  in  the  macrocosm 

which  is  God's  gre^t  world. 

L.  Prayer  Phe  strength  of  the  Christian. 

j  .  Redemption  Made  possible  through  Christ's  blood 

which  liberates  man  from  sin. 
V.  Repentance  All  must  repent  before  pardoned  from 

sin . 

0.  Sin  Herbert's  hatred  toward  it;  Christ's 

admission  into  the  hearts  of  men 
wipes  out  sin. 

CHAPTER  VI 
Herbert's  "ecclesiastical  Co_nce_vjts. 

A.  The  Holy  Communion-" Three  views  discussed;  transubstan- 

tiation,  consubstant ia t ion,  and 
the  Memorial  view. 

B.  Baptism  Child  and  Adult  Baptism. 

C.  Missionary  .York  The  Great  Commission. 

D.  Offering  A  discussion  of  tithing. 

E.  Confession  '.7 ins  pardon  from  sin. 

F.  The  Altar  Call  The  introduction  of  God  to  the 

believer . 

G.  Good  Friday  The  day  of  great  sacrifice  for 

the  welfare  of  mankind. 

E.  Raster  The  Lord  is  Risen;  a  discussion  of 

the  Resurrection. 


I.   Sunday  The  importance  of  the  Sabbath. 

J.   Christmas  What  Christ's  Birth  teaches  us. 

E.     en t  The  need  of  sacrifice. 


conclusion 

A  summary  of  George  Herbert's  religious  beliefs, 
his  conversion,  the  effect  of  the  conversion  upon 
his  life  and  his  ministry,  and,  in  general,  his  in- 
fluence upon  his  century  and  the  succeeding  ones. 
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